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E.O. 11652: 


TAGS: SENV, CA, US 

SUBJECT: GREAT LAKES WATER QUALITY PRESS RELEASE 

1 . DEPARTMENT TODAY ISSUED THE FOLLOWING PRESS RELEASE: 

2. BEGIN TEXT 

A SECOND ROUND OF NEGOTIATIONS AIMED AT REVISING THE 1972 
GREAT LAKES WATER QUALITY AGREEMENT WAS HELD IN OTTAWA ON 
MARCH 30, 978. THE US DELEGATION, LED BY RICHARD D. VINE, 

DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR CANADIAN AFFAIRS, 
INCLUDED REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY, THE COAST GUARD, THE FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE, 

THE NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION, AND 
THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. THE CANADIAN DELEGATION. 
HEADED BY J. R. MC KINNEY, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE BUREAU 
OF USA AFFAIRS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, IN- 
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CLUDED REPRESENTATIVES OF ENVIRONMENT CANADA, THE DEPART- 
MENT OF TRANSPORT, THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, AND OF 
THE PROVINCES OF ONTARIO AND QUEBEC. 

BOTH DELEGATIONS AGREED THAT THE 1972 GREAT LAKES WATER 
QUALITY AGREEMENT HAS FUNCTIONED WELL AND PROVIDES A SOUND 
BASIS UPON WHICH TO CONSTRUCT A MORE EFFECTIVE AGREEMENT. 
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BOTH SIDES HAVE CONDUCTED EXTENSIVE REVIEWS OF THE PRESENT 
AGREEMENT. PUBLIC HEARINGS HAVE BEEN HELD IN BOTH COUN- 
TRIES. BASED ON THESE REVIEWS AND HEARINGS, EACH SIDE HAS 
PREPARED A REVISED DRAFT TEXT. PRIOR TO THE MARCH 30 
MEETING THESE TEXTS WERE EXCHANGED. BASED ON THIS EX- 
CHANGE OF TEXTS THE TWO SIDES WERE ABLE TO REACH SUBSTAN- 
TIAL AGREEMENT ON A NUMBER OF AREAS INCLUDING A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH TO POLLUTION CONTROL IN THE GREAT 
LAKES SYSTEM, THE CONTINUED NEED FOR THE ABATEMENT CON- 
TROL AND PREVENTION OF POLLUTION FROM MUNICIPAL AND IN- 
DUSTRIAL SOURCES, REVISED OBJECTIVES INCLUDING THE NEED 
FOR FURTHER REDUCING PHOSPHORUS LOADINGS, NEW LIMITS ON 
RADIOACTIVITY, THE CONTROL OF PERSISTENT TOXIC SUBSTANCES, 
AND CONTROL OF POLLUTION FROM INDIRECT SOURCES SUCH AS 
LAND USE AND AIRBORNE POLLUTANTS. 

IN ORDER TO ASSIST THE COMPLETION OF REVISIONS TO THE 
AGREEMENT, THE DELEGATIONS ESTABLISHED TWO BILATERAL 
WORKING GROUPS: ONE TO PREPARE A NEW TEXT ON MATTERS 
WHERE AGREEMENT HAS BEEN REACHED, AND ANOTHER TO RESOLVE 
OUTSTANDING QUESTIONS IDENTIFIED AT THE MEETING. 

IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT A THIRD ROUND OF NEGOTIATIONS WILL 
TAKE PLACE DURING MAY. END TEXT. COOPER 
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